
Grand Traverse County COVID-19 Community Update - ​October 23, 2020 

A NOTE FROM THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Since October 1, 2020, Grand Traverse County has reported 208 new cases of COVID-19 and 
have traced over 900 close contacts to positive cases who were instructed to quarantine. With 
that in mind, it is an understatement to say that case investigations are an invaluable 
component to limiting further spread of the virus in our area. We urge anyone that receives a 
telephone call from the Grand Traverse County Health Department to please return the call 
promptly and comply with case investigations.  

Due to the large volume of cases (an average of over 13 cases per day over the past week), 
case investigations and contract tracing, Grand Traverse County Health Department is asking 
anyone who is told that they tested positive for COVID-19 to self-isolate at home until the health 
department is able to reach you. Additionally, any and all household contacts should quarantine 
until the case investigation and contact tracing occurs. Do not go to work, school, or any other 
public place while you are infectious.  

If you are under a health department ordered quarantine, a negative test does not end the 14- 
day quarantine period early. You can both come down with symptoms AND infect others during 
the entire two week period. Quarantine times are disease specific based upon infectious periods 
of the disease and transmission period. You must stay quarantined for the entire 14-day 
possible infectious period. 

DAILY NUMBERS 
The Grand Traverse County Health Department (GTCHD) has reported 92 new positive cases 
and one death since Friday, October 16, bringing the total to 646 total cases, 406 recoveries, 
and 13 deaths, leaving 227 active cases in Grand Traverse County. Case investigations and 
contact tracing are in progress, and information will be shared when it is available. 

Grand Traverse County is at risk level D while the Traverse City Region is listed at a B risk level 
on the ​MI Safe Start Map.​  The current 7 day average of 4.1% positivity reflects a 2 week 
increase and Grand Traverse County incidence is currently at 68.5 cases per million which is a 
4 week increase. Additional statistics are available on the Health Department's​ dashboard​ ​and 
Facebook page​,​ ​which updates new case information daily at 4 pm, Monday through Friday. 

From October 21 - 22, the Grand Traverse County Health Department completed ​25 ​case 
investigations for confirmed COVID-19 cases.  The following is information known at this time: 

● All 25 cases are primary residents.

● Ages:
0-19     2
20-29   8
30-39   3
40-49   4
50-59   3

https://www.mistartmap.info/
http://gtchd.org/2256/COVID-19-DASHBOARD
https://www.facebook.com/GTCHealthDept/


60-69   2
70-79   3

● Symptomatic:   ​20​  Asymptomatic:   ​5 
● 5​ are linked to travel either into or out of the area as reported during the case

investigation
● 4​ are linked to large group gatherings or social events
● 17 ​cases were known close contacts to other positive cases
● Approximately ​50​ close contacts were identified, notified, and instructed to quarantine.

Case Investigations were also completed on ​0​ probable cases (individuals who were close 
contacts of a positive COVID case who became symptomatic during their quarantine). 

While conducting case investigations, the listed locations, during the specified dates and times 
were discovered to be a place of potential public exposure. Exposure sites not open to the 
public are contacted directly. 

Dillinger's Pub: 
Thursday, October 15 from 5 - 10:00 p.m. 
Friday, October 16 from 4:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m. 
Saturday, October 17 from 7:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m. 

Hobby Lobby: 
Friday, October 16 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Mari Vineyards: 
Saturday, October 17 from 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 

Brys Estate Vineyard and Winery: 
Saturday, October 17 from 5:15 - 7:00 p.m. 

Resurrection Life Church 
Sunday, October 18 
11 a.m. service 

If you were present at the above location during the listed time periods, you should self-monitor 
for COVID-19 symptoms for 14 days since the possible exposure, ​particularly if you were not 
wearing a mask or maintaining 6 foot distance from others​.  

Symptoms include: fever, cough, shortness of breath, vomiting, diarrhea, muscle aches, 
repeated shaking with chills, headache, sore throat and new loss of taste or smell. 

Anyone that is self-monitoring as a result should keep away from the public, family, close 
contacts and roommates as much as possible. 



Please note that regardless of any listed locations, community exposure is happening across 
Grand Traverse County. Be sure to practice safety measures while out in public, including 
wearing a mask in public, washing your hands often, maintaining six feet of social distance. 

Regionally, Munson Healthcare is reporting COVID-19 testing results on​ ​its website​ ​for each of 
its hospitals. Numbers listed are by hospital, not county of residence. 

Michigan has reported​ 154,688 positive cases and 7,147 deaths of COVID-19 and 109,539 
have recovered in Michigan as of 10/17/20. 

NEW EMERGENCY ORDERS AND RULES ISSUED 
On Friday, October 9th, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
Director Robert Gordon issued ​an Emergency Order​ under section 2253 of the Public Health 
Code. ​This order provides additional detail and clarity around the major areas of 
protection including facial coverings, worker protections, and limits on gathering sizes. 
The new provisions in the MDHHS orders provide for capacity limits in businesses, masks in 
childcare centers, added protections for workers, and requirements for contact tracing. The 
state also released an ​infographic​ and a ​fact sheet​ to provide a better understanding of the 
latest orders.  

Additionally, the Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity and Michigan Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) issued a new emergency rule on October, 14, 2020 
for employers to control, prevent, and mitigate the spread of coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) among employees. To see the rules in full, visit: ​MIOSHA COVID-19 Emergency 
Rules 10-14-20​. A fact sheet regarding the rules can be found here: ​MIOSHA EMERGENCY 
RULES​. 

COVID-19 TESTING: 
Grand Traverse County testing sites include: 

● Munson Healthcare Foster Family Community Health Center​ (priority 1 & 2 only)
● Northwest Michigan Health Services​ (testing all by appointment)
● Rite Aid at Chums Corner​ (testing all by appointment)
● Walgreens at Chums Corner​ (testing all by appointment)
● See ​Michigan’s COVID-19 test finder​ for more options

Testing sites have capacity and tests are available. Individuals seeking tests can call: 
● Their healthcare provider
● The Munson Healthcare Covid-19 hotline: 231-935-0951
● The Michigan COVID-19 hotline: 888-535-6136

If you seek testing, please remember ​once you get tested you should not be going out and 
visiting local shops and restaurants or other public spaces while waiting for test results. Anyone 
who gets tested for COVID-19 must remember to stay home and away from others as much as 
possible until they have received a negative test result, or once they have passed their isolation 
period as advised by the health department if they test positive. ​The public should also assume 
the potential risk for COVID-19 exposure when going into any business and should always be 
wearing masks, social distancing and follow other safety guidelines to reduce the spread in 
Grand Traverse County. 

https://www.munsonhealthcare.org/services/community-health/covid19/new-coronavirus-(covid-19)
https://www.munsonhealthcare.org/services/community-health/covid19/new-coronavirus-(covid-19)
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173---,00.html
https://link.zixcentral.com/u/38407194/xt4vPGYK6xGjwCnR-uoD4Q?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Flnks.gd%252Fl%252FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDkuMjg1MTU1ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvY29yb25hdmlydXMvMCw5NzUzLDctNDA2LTk4MTc4Xzk4NDU1LTU0MTk2Mi0tLDAwLmh0bWwifQ.jc5GfsY66sCdGNoKIeyqiYrORkLKjtACDH_4CtZVAQo%252Fs%252F1126442709%252Fbr%252F86692440849-l%26data%3D02%257C01%257Cbouknightr%2540michigan.gov%257C1c78815ba84f4b19e72b08d86c834647%257Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%257C0%257C0%257C637378658468232514%26sdata%3DNcr5pM%252BJ5130ZlzPKz2bhs8Bsw6DoapX6y1g1rujv8A%253D%26reserved%3D0
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/Epidemic_Order_1-page_Oct._9_FINAL_704765_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/MDHHS_Epidemic_Order_Oct._9_FINAL_704767_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Final_MIOSHA_Rules_705164_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Final_MIOSHA_Rules_705164_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Emergency_Rules_10.14_705109_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Emergency_Rules_10.14_705109_7.pdf
https://www.munsonhealthcare.org/locations/location-details?practice=76
https://www.nmhsi.org/
https://www.riteaid.com/pharmacy/services/covid-19-testing
https://www.walgreens.com/findcare/covid19/testing
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98189---,00.html


The day shelter at Safe Harbor that is operated by Goodwill is now opened. The shelter is 
open from 8:15 a.m. - noon, Monday through Friday.  

Safe Harbor's overnight shelter will open on Saturday, October 31. Central United Methodist is 
planning to offer hot breakfast five days a week from 8 - 10 a.m. at Safe Harbor beginning in 
November. 

SENIOR CENTER 
The Senior Center Network and the Commission on Aging each have disposable masks 
available for seniors in Grand Traverse County.  Parties may call either office to arrange for 
curbside pick up or could be mailed upon request. 

Senior Center Network: 231-922-4911 
Commission on Aging: 231-922-4688 

STAY SAFE TO STAY OPEN 
Residents, businesses, and visitors are encouraged to ​Stay Safe to Stay Open. ​This includes 
the following measures while in public: 
★ Staying 6 feet apart from others
★ Wearing masks while indoors our even outside when you are unable to maintain social

distancing
★ Limiting large social gatherings -  not hosting or attending large gatherings
★ Continuing basic prevention measures like frequent hand washing
★ Following workplace safety protocols
★ Daily monitoring of yourself for symptoms including your temperature (even if you feel

fine)
★ Staying home if symptomatic - even if it is just very mild symptoms

★ If others in your household have tested positive or are symptomatic, stay away and
take extra precautions to not become infected.

Businesses and individuals can download ​Stay Safe to Stay Open ​resources and get additional 
information at the ​gtcountycovid19.com website ​and communication templates and graphics on 
the ​Traverse Connect website​.  

ABOUT THE JOC 
Grand Traverse County’s Joint Operations Center has been meeting to coordinate efforts and 
communication on the COVID-19 pandemic since Friday, March 13. Members include key 
community partners from health, government, first responders, education, social service, and 
business sectors. 

# # # 
Media Contact: Emmy Schumacher, eschumacher@gtcountymi.gov, 231-493-8376 

HOMELESSNESS

https://gtcountycovid19.com/business-employment/stay-safe-to-stay-open-resources/
https://traverseconnect.com/economic-development/covid-19-business-resources-and-recovery/stay-safe-to-stay-open-resources/



