GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY

ELECTION COMMISSION

January 28, 2020
PRESENT:
Melanie Stanton, Probate Judge, Heidi Scheppe, County Treasurer, and Bonnie Scheele, County Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. in the Probate Courtroom in the Hall of

Justice.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America was recited.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by Scheppe, seconded by Scheele to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion carried.
DISCUSSION OF CIRCUIT COURT RULING ON RECALL PETITION LANGUAGE SUBMITTED AGAINST TCAPS OFFICIALS BY IAN ASHTON
On January 15, 2020 the Election Commission met to discuss the option of contacting civil counsel, Kit Tholen, regarding 13th Circuit Court Judge Elsenheimer’s decision of January 13, 2020, that the petition language submitted by Ian Ashton to recall Matt Anderson and Pamela Forton was not submitted timely so the petitions were rejected.
Judge Melanie Stanton read the Judge’s decision on the recall petition language submitted by Mr. Ashton and the Election Commission discussed the legal options with civil counsel, Kit Tholen.  According to MCL 168.952b, recall language may be submitted after the officer subject to recall has been in office at least 6 months.  The recall petition language was submitted 10 months after the officers subject to the recall took office
Public Comment
The following individuals addressed the Election Commission:


Deyar Jamil


Patricial Henkel
Moved by Scheele, seconded by Scheppe to request civil counsel to file an expedited Motion to Reconsider 13th Circuit Court Judge Elsenheimer’s decision of January 13th on the recall petition language submitted by Ian Ashton for Matt Anderson and 
Pamela Forton.  Motion carried.

CLARITY HEARING - RECALL PETITION LANGUAGE SUBMITTED BY

JUSTIN VAN RHEENEN
The Election Commission reviewed the petition language submitted by Mr. Justin 
Van Rheenen on January 13, 2020 to recall the following Traverse City Area Public Schools board members:  Matt R. Anderson and Pamela G. Forton.

Judge Stanton explained the role of the Election Commission when reviewing petition language.  The Election Commission does not determine if the allegation is true or false, only if the allegation stated is clear and factual.

Judge Stanton read the petition language submitted for each of the officers subject to the recall.  Matt Anderson and Pamela Forton were not present to respond to the recall petition language submitted.

The sponsor of the recall petition language submitted, Justin Van Rheenen, spoke to the Election Commission regarding the recall petition language submitted.

Moved by Scheele, seconded by Scheppe to approve the petition language submitted as being factual and of sufficient clarity.  

Roll Call Vote:  Yes 3

The officers subject to the recall may appeal the decision of the Election Commission to Circuit Court within 10 days of the hearing.  Judge Stanton will submit an opinion regarding the Election Commission’s decision.

Meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m.
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