GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY

ELECTION COMMISSION

October 16, 2020
PRESENT:
Melanie Stanton, Probate Judge, Heidi Scheppe, County Treasurer, and Bonnie Scheele, County Clerk

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. in the County Clerk’s office.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Moved by Stanton, seconded by Scheppe to approve the minutes of September 8, 2020.

Motion carried.
COURT RULING:  POST ELECTION PROCESSING OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS
On September 18, 2020 the Michigan Court of Claims ruled that absentee ballots postmarked by November 2, 2020 must be counted up to two weeks after the November 3, 2020 election.

On September 29, 2020, the County Clerk sent an email to the Bureau of Elections with concerns on how the process would be completed.  A major concern was the lack of a post mark on returned absentee ballots which will cause confusion on the date ballots were actually mailed and could be counted.

The Election Commission attempted to call Lori Bourbonais, legal counsel for the Bureau of Elections, during the meeting.  The County Clerk left a message regarding the concerns the Election Commissions had regarding the processing of absentee ballots after the election.  A call was also made to Kit Tholen, Deputy Civil Counsel to get his opinion on this issue.  He was not available but the County Clerk left him a message.
The County Clerk will update the Election Commission members if the Bureau of Elections contacts her regarding their questions.

(Note:  Shortly after the Election Commission meeting, a ruling came down from the Court of Appeals on October 16, 2020 that overturned the initial ruling regarding processing absentee ballots after the election.  Absentee ballots must be returned by 8:00 p.m. election day.)

ADDITIONAL UPDATES REGARDING NOVEMBER 3, 2020 ELECTION
The County Clerk informed the Election Commission that one of the Republican canvassers will not be able to work the November 3, 2020 election canvass.  The County Clerk made a temporary appointment to this position based on a nomination submitted by the local Republican Party Chairperson.

The County Clerk also informed the Election Commission that the Secretary of State sent guidance to local election officials on October 16, 2020 to clarify that the open carry of firearms on Election Day in polling places, clerk’s offices and absent voter counting boards is banned.  This directive is currently being challenged.

Canvassers will meet on Thursday, November 5, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. to begin the canvass of the November 3, 2020 General Election.
PUBLIC COMMENT
None

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:17 p..m.
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