
A

400 BOARDMANAVENUE.SUITE305
TRAVERSECITY,MI49684-2577

ADMINISTRATION 231-922-
4780BOARDOF COMMISSIONERS 231-922-4797

rand
Traverse

‘

1:51

GRA n’R£7MERSE _ - -..- . .
AMENISTRATIONOFFICE

OAR OF COMMISSIONER

#2"-
RECYCLEDPAPER

Grand Traverse County
Review of Governance Model

Questionslcomments from Commissioners and Responses
Submitted January 20, 2020

As part of its due diligence to review the governance model of the Cherry Capital Airport,Grand Traverse
County held three public sessions to solicitcomments and feedback from the public, and willbe
publishing the comments, a summary of them, and responses in a separate report. In addition to
feedback from the public, County Commissioners were asked to present questions they have to the
Administratorand those questions would be answered at a meeting in January of 2020. Beloware the
questions and comments from Commissioners that were reviewed and answers provided.

Q1. What are the actual terms of our current lease agreement with the Airport?

RESPONSE: The Joint Operating Agreement was amended in November of 1998 and terminates on
February 17, 2049 and the Lease Agreement terminates on September 30, 2040.

The amended agreement has 13 sections:

1. Section 1- Re-establishment"Authorit

This Agreement amends the original Agreement Creating the Northwestern Regional Airport Commission
dated October 4, 1971, executed by the City of Traverse City, the County of Grand Traverse, and the
County of Leelanau. Pursuant to Chapter 7 of the Michigan Aeronautics Code, Section 134 (MCL259.134),
Grand Traverse and Leelanau Counties hereby continue the existence of the NorthwesternRegional Airport
Commission (”NRAC") for the purpose of acquiring, establishing, constructing, enlarging, improving,
maintaining, equipping, operating, and regulating the Cherry Capital Airport landing ?elds, and other
aeronautical facilitiesand property incidental to its operation, and conducting all operations with authority
and limitationsas- otherwise provided for in said Act. The NRAC may lease space, area, or improvements
and grant concessions for aeronautical purposes, or purposes incidental to the operation of the Airport, all
of which are subject to the provisions of the Michigan statute referenced herein.

2. Section 2- Princi al Officers‘ Re resentation' Term of Of?ce' and Fiscal Year

The Northwestern Regional Airport Commission shall consist of seven (7) members appointed by each of
the governing bodies signatory to this agreement as follows: Five (5) by the County Commission of Grand
Traverse and two (2) by the County Commission of Leelanau. Each member shall be appointed for a
three (3) year term and shall be eligible for reappointment.
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Table 1. Commission Advantages & Disadvantages — Airport's Perspective
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In Dewitt the airport broughtsuitagainst the township, claimingit was exempt fromthe township'szoning ordinancebecauseit wanted to developa businesspark on airportgrounds. TheCircuitCourt
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